
Solutia Incorporated

EPA ID Number: NJD001700707

Other (Former) Names of Site

Monsanto Company

Site Facts 

The Solutia Delaware River Plant has been operating since 1961. The site was part of
Monsanto until September 1997 when the corporation spun off its chemical business,
which became Solutia Incorporated. The site is adjacent to the Delaware River on 461
acres, 220 of which have been dedicated to plant operations on Route 130 in
Bridgeport, New Jersey.

Solutia manufactures plasticizers, flame retardants, organic industrial chemicals and
dyes. A stream runs south-north along the site. The land use in the vicinity is zoned for
industrial use. Some land to the south of the site is currently being leased for
agricultural use. The area is sparsely populated. Half of the site is situated on filled land
(silt and clay) which was dredged from the Delaware River. The deeper aquifer
underlying the site is a major source aquifer for southern New Jersey and is the zone
from which the plant’s production wells draw water.

Contamination

The environmental threats at the site include the contamination of the shallow aquifer
and soil with various oil, polychlorinated biphenyls, benzaldehyde, benzyl chloride,
benzyl alcohol, benzene, toluene, xylene, phenol, ethyl benzene, dichloroethylene,
trichcloroethylene, phenol and metals. The main sources responsible for contaminating
the soil and the groundwater are three old hazardous-waste disposal areas, a phenol
equalization lagoon, two sludge lagoons, a raw-waste lagoon, a process sewer system,
a storm-water drainage ditch, and a closed Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) regulated hazardous waste landfill.

What Is Being Done

There has been concern that the deeper aquifer might become contaminated. However,
since 1961, Solutia has been using three production wells that draw groundwater inward
and upward from the deeper aquifer for plant production processes and for
non-community potable water use. The pumping of the production wells draws the
groundwater flow direction radially towards the wells and is preventing contamination of
the confined aquifer. Due to the pumping, current evidence is that contaminated
groundwater is contained within the facility. Other remediation measures have included



installation of a wall to contain contaminated groundwater, and a cap on one of the old
landfills to prevent direct soil contact and to help to prevent leaching of contaminated
rain water to the groundwater.

What Remains To Be Done

The other two old landfills need further characterization and a cleanup plan is needed
for the phenol equalization lagoon. Solutia needs to install two additional perimeter
monitoring wells at the edge of the river and to continue its site-wide monitoring.

Site Repository

Copies of supporting technical documents and correspondence cited in the site fact
sheet are available for public review at the following location:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Solid & Hazardous Waste
Records Center
401 E. State Street, 6th Floor
Trenton, NJ 08625
Telephone (609) 777-3373 


